THE HUNDRED-HEADED  HYDRA

be done, and the King upheld him. Urged by those around
him to have mercy on the condemned man, Louis xm, in
order to satisfy everybody, replied with one of the finest
remarks he ever made, and which shows how far he had
absorbed the ideal of his minister: 'I should not be King,
if I had the feelings of private men.3

The death of the Due de Montmorency marked the
triumph of the Cardinal and the collapse of the nobility.
He had struck and laid low a man who stood second only
to the princes of the blood royal Heroic and intelligent,
repeatedly victorious, Montmorency represented an old
lineage, with seven centuries behind it. He was young and
well loved. Everything combined to make him a glorious
symbol of French magnificence. By beheading this man
Richelieu made affirmation of the superhuman character
of the monarchical principle.
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